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Getting to know God.  
  

We make all sorts of assumptions about what 
we believe as Christian disciples when we meet 
together in church. 
  

What kind of God do we believe in?  Are we 
theists or pantheists or agnostics?  Is the God in 
whom we believe the same as the one in Star 
Wars, referred to as ‘The Force’?    
  

Where do we derive our knowledge about 
God?  Are all religions the route to God?  Are the ‘God concepts’ in for 
instance Hinduism and Buddhism the same as the God portrayed 
in the Bible? 
  

Was Jesus a wise teacher who met a brutal death, or did he rise again 
after his death?  He alluded to a special relationship with God during 
his ministry.  Was this a fanciful delusion or reliably in harmony with a 
new understanding of the nature of God, which we now refer to as the 
Trinity?   
  

The Apostle’s Creed probably dates to about 180 AD or earlier and the 
Christian Church recently celebrated the adoption of the Nicene Creed 
in 325 AD, 1700 years ago, which provided greater clarity for the early 
church on the nature of God and Christ’s place in the Trinity.  We still 
use both creeds in our services. 
  

This Sunday, in place of Café Church, we meet in St Leonard’s Church 
and focus on some of these questions, before we bless bread and wine 
and celebrate the death and resurrection of Christ at the Lord’s Table. 
  

Mike Jones 

September Worship at St Leonard ’s  
 

As the development work within St Leonard’s Church building takes place 
our worship throughout September will take place in the Church Hall.  

Please hold this work in your prayers as we await the completion of the work 



“All are welcome in this place” music video 
 
WELCOME & OPENING RESPONSES 

 

Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Faithful Lord, 
whose steadfast love never ceases 
and whose mercies never come to an end: 
grant us the grace to trust you 
and to receive the gifts of your love, 
new every morning, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 

HYMN JESUS IS LORD! CREATION’S VOICE PROCLAIMS IT, 
for by His power each tree and flower was planned and made. 
Jesus is Lord! The universe declares it;  
sun, moon and stars in heaven cry:Jesus is Lord! 

 
Jesus is Lord! Jesus is Lord! 
Praise Him with hallelujahs, 
for Jesus is Lord! 
 

Jesus is Lord! Yet from his throne eternal 
in flesh he came to die in pain on Calvary's tree. 
Jesus is Lord! From him all life proceeding -- 
yet gave his life a ransom, thus setting us free. 
 
Jesus is Lord! O'er sin the mighty conqueror, 
from death he rose; and all his foes shall own his name. 
Jesus is Lord! God sends his Holy Spirit 
to show by works of power that Jesus is Lord. 

 



CONFESSION  
 

Gracious God,  
we have come to see that our lives fall far short of your glory. 
Have mercy and forgive us. 
 

You have given your Son for us, and poured out your Spirit,  
yet we fail to return your love with all our heart. 
Have mercy and change us. 
 

Too often we are selfish and proud, 
ignoring you and neglecting others. 
Have mercy and cleanse us. 
 

When we do not truly trust and obey you,  
we are overwhelmed by self-pity, fear and worry. 
Have mercy and deliver us. 
 

In Christ we are given a sure hope and secure love,  
yet we follow the false hopes and desires of this world. 
Have mercy and renew us. 
 

Father, through the redeeming death of your Son, 
by your Spirit, and through your word, 
enable us to follow you with joy. 
All this we ask, confident of your faithfulness and love. 
 

Sisters and brothers, know this: the mercy of God is from 
everlasting to everlasting.  Because of God’s amazing grace - 
through Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Alleluia, Amen 

 
A READING FROM PSALM 19:1-8 

 

“The heavens declare the glory of God; 
the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  
Day after day they pour forth speech;  
night after night they reveal knowledge.  
They have no speech, they use no words;  
no sound is heard from them.  
Yet their voice goes out into all the earth,  
their words to the ends of the world.  
 



In the heavens God has pitched a tent for the sun.  
It is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber,  
like a champion rejoicing to run his course.  
It rises at one end of the heavens 
and makes its circuit to the other;  
nothing is deprived of its warmth.  
 

The law of the Lord is perfect,  
refreshing the soul.  
The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy,  
making wise the simple.  
The precepts of the Lord are right, 
giving joy to the heart.  
The commands of the Lord are radiant,  
giving light to the eyes.” 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 
HYMN THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS,  

whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am His,  
and He is mine forever. 
 
Where streams of living water flow 
My ransomed soul He leadeth, 
And, where the verdant pastures grow, 
  With food celestial feedeth. 
 
Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 
  But yet in love He sought me, 
And on His shoulder gently laid, 
  And home rejoicing brought me. 
 
In death’s dark vale I fear no ill 
  With Thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
  Thy Cross before to guide me. 
 



Thou spread’st a table in my sight; 
  Thy unction grace bestoweth; 
And oh, what transport of delight 
  From Thy pure chalice floweth! 
 
And so through all the length of days 
  Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 
  Within Thy house forever. 

 
GOSPEL READING  
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord according to John 1:1-14 
Glory to Christ our Saviour.  
 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.  
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the 
light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 
 

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came 
as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him 
all might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a 
witness to the light. The true light that gives light to everyone 
was coming into the world. He was in the world, and though the 
world was made through him, the world did not recognise him.  
 

He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive 
him. Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God – children 
born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 
husband’s will, but born of God. 
 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 
 

Give thanks to the Lord for his glorious Gospel.  
Praise to Christ our Lord.  



SERMON 
 
 
INTERCESSIONS  
 
 
PEACE We meet in Christ’s name 

Let us share his peace 
 
 
HYMN HOW DEEP THE FATHER'S LOVE FOR US 

How vast beyond all measure 
That He would give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure 
How great the pain of searing loss 
The Father turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory 
 
Behold the Man upon a cross 
My sin upon His shoulders 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers 
It was my sin that held Him there 
Until it was accomplished 
His dying breath has brought me life  
I know that it is finished  
 
I will not boast in anything 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ 
His death and resurrection 
Why should I gain from His reward? 
I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart 
His wounds have paid my ransom 

 



EUCHARIST 
 

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you.   
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord.   
Let us give thanks to God our loving creator   
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Father, we give you thanks and praise 
for your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
He is the image of the unseen God, the firstborn of all creation. 
He created all things in heaven and on earth: 
everything visible and everything invisible, 
thrones, dominions, sovereignties, powers, 
all things were created through him and for him. 
Lord of all creation 
We worship and adore you. 
 

Jesus is the radiant light of your glory: 
he holds all creation together by his word of power. 
Lord of all creation 
We worship and adore you. 
 

Jesus is first to be born from the dead. 
All perfection is found in him, 
and all things were reconciled through him and for him, 
everything in heaven and everything on earth, 
when he made peace by his death on the cross. 
Lord of all creation 
We worship and adore you. 
 

The Church is his body, your son Jesus is its head 
he takes his place in heaven at your right hand, 
where we worship you with all of your creation, singing: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,     
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.     
Hosanna in the highest.    
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord    
Hosanna in the highest  
 



On the night he was betrayed,  
at supper with his friends    
he took bread, and gave you thanks;    
he broke the bread and gave it to them,     
saying: Take, eat;  
this is my body which is given for you;     
do this in remembrance of me.    
Father, we do this in remembrance of him:     
his body is the bread of life.     
 

At the end of supper,  
taking the cup of wine,    
he gave you thanks, and said:    
Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant,       
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins;  
do this in remembrance of me.    
Father, we do this in remembrance of  him:     
his blood is shed for all.  
 

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory,     
send your Holy Spirit upon us and on this bread and this wine     
that they may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son.    
As we eat and drink these holy gifts     
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord.     
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.    
Though we are many, we are one body,    
because we all share in one bread.    
 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 

All are welcome to receive the bread and wine of love 
or a prayer of blessing this day.  

 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

Give Thanks to the Lord for he is gracious  
And his mercy endures for ever  
 

Holy and blessed God, 
you have fed us with the symbols of your grace and love. 
and filled us with your Holy Spirit: 
may we honour you, 
not only with our lips 
but in lives dedicated to the service 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
BLESSING  
 

In every moment of this week  
May you know the embrace of God’s love  
May you hear the whisper of God’s voice  
May you feel the presence of God’s Spirit  
May you share the knowledge of God’s grace  
 

And may the blessing of our Creator God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
be with you and all whom you love, 
now and forever AMEN 

 
HYMN O LORD MY GOD, WHEN I IN AWESOME WONDER 

Consider all the works Thy hands have made, 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
Thy pow’r throughout The universe displayed! 

 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee; 
How great Thou art, How great Thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee; 
How great Thou art, How great Thou art! 

 

When thru the woods and forest glades I wander 
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees, 
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze, 



And when I think that God, His Son not sparing, 
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in – 
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
He bled and died to take away my sin! 
 
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art! 
 
 

DISMISSAL & NOTICES 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

Annual General Meeting 
The AGM of both congregations set by our 
constitutions will take place within three months of our 
Financial Year end which is at the end of September.  
 

In preparation for the AGM we ask everyone to pray 
about who will serve their church in the coming year on the Vestry as 
there are a handful of positions needing to be filled at both churches.  
 

The Vestry act similar to a Board of Trustees, who help and support the 
Rector and ministry team as they seek to shepherd the congregation. 
The Vestry have specific duties regarding the maintenance of the 
church fabric, buildings and grounds as well as overseeing the financial 
responsibilities of their church. This committed group of people usually 
meet once a month for prayer, discussion and decision making .  
 

Although Anne Mackay will still be around to assist, St Mary ’s this year 
will be looking for someone to take on the role of Treasurer.  Many SEC 
churches have expressed difficulty in filling this key post over the last 
few years.  If needs be, we may need to consider, as other churches 
have done, contracting out the book keeping of the church.  Until then 
please pray for your Vestry, Rector and the ministry team.  



For one off donations please use our QR codes.  

If you would like to set up a monthly donation to the 
churches please contact the Church Office and we will 
send details of how to do this.  Please note that from July 
a 2.5% charge will be incurred for us using the QR code 
so setting up a regular direct debt is a more cost effective 
way for your donation to work for the church.  Thank You 

A prayer that can be used as we begin seeking for a new Bishop 
 

Living God, you walk with us in all seasons of life 

calling us to follow you with joy, hope and love 

as we share in your work of renewing the world; 

give us humility and discernment to hear your voice, 

that those discerning their calling and all involved in our bishop search 

may be encouraged in your ways and open to your creative Spirit. 
Amen. 

Join us for a Cuppa and a Chat  

and the return of our Swap Shop 

at this months Coffee at Mary’s.   

6th September from 10.30am to 12Noon 

Coffee at Mary’s meets on the 1st Saturday of each month. 


